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Fox himself was unequivocally opposed to any such attempt,
and throughout the crisis Grattan's confidence In him never
wavered. Pitt afterwards quoted Portland's despatch to
Shelburne as a proof that the Rockingham Government did
not regard their settlement as final, but Fox's letter to Fitz-
patrlck of February 19,1799, re viewing the whole proceeding
Is a complete refutation of Pitt's argument1 Fox at any rate
never shared any of Portland's designs, and Grattan's letter
to Fitzpatrick, written In February 18oo,2 contains a passage
which places on record the lasting Impression of sincerity
both Fox and Fitzpatrick made on him. " I perfectly recol-
lect the conversation you state to have taken place in the
House of Commons between you and Mr. Flood, and the very
fair and honourable part which you took through the whole
of that business; and however English Cabinets or English
Secretaries have sometimes been disingenuous to Ireland, I
feel a pleasing recollection even now, that there were two
with whom I was connected, you and Mr. Fox, In whose
open dealing our country and all her friends might repose
entire confidence."
The Instantaneous result of the great concession was most
gratifying to Fox and to Grattan. The Irish Parliament
promptly voted ^100,000 to furnish 20,000 additional sailors
for the British navy, and presented an address to the Lord-
Lieutenant " requesting that a day of public thanksgiving
may be appointed to return thanks to the Divine Providence
for the many blessings of late bestowed on this kingdom,
and particularly for that union, harmony, and cordial affec-
tion, happily subsisting between the two kingdoms of Great
Britain and Ireland, whose interests are inseparably the
same/' A few months later the Irish Parliament acceded
to the request of the English Government, and authorised
the King to withdraw from Ireland an additional force of
5000 men. The language of Parliament was the language
of the volunteers. Grattan's great services were recognised
1 Memorials and Correspondence, vol. I. p. 432.
2 Memoirs of'Henry Graf tan, vol. ii. pp. 284-291.